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GIVING THANKS EVEN IN TIMES OF ADVERSITY
By Robert J. Tamasy

Qe Ao EEsE ZEALo|Al0] HEE|= A|7|2 ECHA]  Once again we enter the time of year when in some
. o countries, special thanksgiving observances take
HMO|SQUCE ZAIE Q8 23 YU0| =LQsH AL OfL|X|Tt : . ) o
SOISUCL aMS floh 720l B2 A= OrHAIE, place. Even though it does not require an official
7t FAY Has= AS Ao|ct £33 R2[7t Y} E 2  holiday to be thankful, sometimes we need a reminder.
3 SN LIS op{7}K| RooZ AXotr £ Espec_ially_ durin_g a year Ii_ke the one we all have been
Lagle olme me Holr experiencing, with adversity coming in many forms. No
Fe/te fes 52 Ao doubt some people are wondering, “Giving thanks? For
"ZARSHER Y EOHA| E what?”
LSoist mloe Qo] M OMAY mZE ZEZELHPO|g{A+=  Without question, the global coronavirus pandemic has
Ca|0fA HOICH C}2 HfAlO 2 St S SUARMCH TS affected each of us in different ways. Some have
N _ suffered from the virus personally, others have lost
Mo 2 HHo|2{A0 ofsf nFE U2B, CHE  |oved ones. Virtually everyone has felt the economic
L3TH= O] U200 AFRSH= AFZES QUQICH AFAMA D =T}t !mpact of mandated shutdown_s, whether through lost
X Eo| TAIX Ha WO oIt AIKIAEY Hals|m, Aol jobs, layoffs, or decreased profits and revenues.
g4 59 EHH B4 S de™E AOILh

olg{st ARE ZAtel HE X|FE 7|20 ZASHE A As a result, we might find ourselves challenged, at a
o time designated for thanksgiving, to feel thankful. And
o Yet lam reminded of my friend Albert, whose life has

YHES MEeldl & = 20| been marked by one form of adversity after another:
2o 2 A2/ QCH A 2 A} MACHH Al HE2t=0|A Growing up as a child in the Netherlands during World
x

oA E9D T 0|BoE War II; illness and disease; then many challenges he
had to overcome as an entrepreneur.

0|9t Ze ZASE zE AOAN 27t LU S &8 Some might respond to serious setbacks like these by
o shaking their fists at God. Instead, Albert looks back on

ZTHS 3| EEXE RELCH HHH AHE = XA 021 ZEALR . . . . !

2_ e PlFEX f 2 o j f his life with genuine gratitude. He even wrote a booklet

2 AHE afe S0[AH ERUACE HX|0] D= "HMSHA|  called, “Saying ‘Thank You’ Even When You Don't Feel

US ML ZAFSIEFEH= MK 2 df Ik 1 M2 =38 Thankful.” In it Albert recounts not only the hardships

he and his family had to endure, but also the many
= XA Z=EQ| & S LpgeD - ! .

= AHap ZFRS0] SN Loop JUE ket OfLlet, ways the Lord used those difficult times to transform his

FEHAM O ool A7t Sl 12| 1S #etA[Z|A|L, life, presenting opportunities he could never have

MANSH 2 oloinl 7|3|5S JIMCI=ACD 7|&a 218 imagined, and filling it with joy and a profound sense of

' fulfillment.
ROMEH SELe HEZLE MY FA3IS
3L,

T H|Zo| 2oy H A M I 3t Ho| kK= =X What is the secret? Years ago, another friend often
SHCt observed, “When it is all said and done, only two things

’ will remain: the Word of God, and people.” We have the
"Z= ORR[EHll ofLbgel ZEak AFE, 2% O & ZFXIZE  enduring, timeless truths God has given to us through
A = AHofr the Scriptures. And then there are the lives we touch
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during our days on earth, people we can impact for
eternity. If we keep those as our focus, we can be
thankful regardless of what circumstances we
encounter, good or bad.

Briefly, here are some helpful principles from the Bible
about thanksgiving:

Thanksgiving is continual. We do not need to pause
from activities, or set aside special times to express
thanks. It should be an ongoing attitude of the heart.
‘Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, in everything
give thanks, for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for
you ” (1 Thessalonians 5:16-18).

Thanksgiving is expectant. Even in the midst of
adversity, trust in God enables us to believe with
confidence that He will use our circumstances for His —
and our — ultimate good. “And we know that all things
work together for good to those who love God, to those
who are the called according to His purpose” (Romans
8:28). “Always giving thanks to God the Father for
everything, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ”
(Ephesians 5:20).

Thanksgiving is giving back to God. Giving thanks
to the Lord means acknowledging all He has done for
us, knowing that even though we did not deserve His
love, grace and mercy, He has given them to us freely
— along with the material blessings of this life. “Let us
come before him with thanksgiving and extol him with
music and song” (Psalm 95:2). “Enter his gates with
thanksgiving and his courts with praise; give thanks
and bless his name” (Psalm 100:4).
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Reflection/Discussion Questions

1. '@dArets TS S22 FA0| HREL NP2 CHE O|So|A|, HX[0f StLEM ZALE BERSH:E 2 L0tEE oz

Yelzta? o|AS LS ALt
When you hear the word “thanksgiving,” what comes to your mind? How easy is it for you to express thanks to others — even
to God? Explain your answer.

2. ¥xf o ZA =ES 101M 1022 oISt R FHE FASLMN? 2 Olf= 2AA7IR?
If you were to rate your personal level of thankfulness nght now, on a scale of 1 (low) to 10 (high), what score would you give
it? Why did you give it that score?

3. 8% o2 AM7IE AUC e, Sol ZASICED AZ5k= 5 Ml 7EX|7F QCHE of 7|6 &= Al Ct.
What are two or three things you feel thankful for, even if you have encountered some very difficult times during this year?

4. StLHE S ALt XHE fI8H SHLEEHAM 2E XS "HHolo] M2 o|RUCH: 82 442 THE TULIR? ST

°10{2 0|5 O{BA| MUE 4 ANALIN?
Do you genuinely believe the biblical promise that God works all things together for good to those who love Him? How would
you explain that in your own words?

X 1 G40 o] FHo 2HE WS o L0 AMCHH, of2f S HISHM K.
AlH 50:14-15, 100:1-5; 107:1-9, 19-22, WRIB A 4:6, Z2MAM 4:2, C|RH ™A 4:4-5

ZALR SHLHETH M ALE 22| X|ESHA O[O A 1| MeS ol sttt Zoj| LIE F22t L7t HE AX|2|4 W7t
LtE F3tEA St2| 2 CHAIH 50:14-15)

ARl Al] & EO|0] Ol=et) EHR &2 FEXOCt 7|E22 OZetE 7|0 afstHAM 19| 4o
LtOtZX|O{Ct Ol = et7t 22| StLEHO|M & 35| YX|oiCt O 228 X|24) 0|2 f2|&= 19 Ao|L 19|
HE0|2 19| 7|2Al= YO|Z2Ct HAMECE 19| 20 E0{7IH &aez 19 =370 =07t oA
TASHH 19| 0| SFHLXIOICH 0z ts MEHAIL 19| QXS0 FRStD 19| JAsta0| CHIHO|
O|22|ZCHA|H 100:1-5)

Of QP ZrALSHEt D& MSHA|D 1 QIXISHA O] HRABO|Z2CT =t £&3 EE XHE52 O|Z0| X ofCt
o2 PAIM CHEQO| £0|M 152 HSHA 8M HE 2 XIH*OilA1$E1 DoNECt OS50 oF Ate ZojM
HHStH HEL 452 XA Rt F2|0 50| Let 152 F=0| A& 2tof M IS RAL=LC} o]0 250 24
S0 ol = oA M AXA|LD E HE ZE2 QAL AFE H30 O|2A stal=Ct
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